
Remove commodity-driven 
deforestation from all supply  
chains by 2020

The commodities soy, palm oil, beef, timber and pulp are wealth generators that 
feature in the supply chains of companies across economic sectors. By leading the 
agenda on how these commodities can be sustainably produced, forward-looking 
businesses are driving innovation, competitiveness and growth.

Business has the power to alter global demand for the agricultural commodities 
that are the primary drivers of deforestation and forest degradation. And with 
deforestation accounting for approximately 15% of the world’s greenhouse gas 
emissions, the need for action has never been more urgent.

HOW COMPANIES CAN ENGAGE IN THIS INITIATIVE

By endorsing this initiative, companies commit to removing commodity-driven 
deforestation from their supply chains, combating a significant source of emissions 
and making their supply chains more sustainable and resilient.

Companies can now also ask their suppliers to disclose through CDP’s  
supply-chain program. 

THE BUSINESS CASE

1. Revenue protection 
Companies reported to CDP that, on average nearly a quarter of company 
revenues depend upon the commodities they reported on. The total annual 
turnover at risk for publicly listed companies is estimated to be up to  
US$906 billion. 

2. Shareholders and customers demand it
Disclosure through CDP’s forests program is another step toward increasing 
transparency as we execute our policies to establish traceable, responsible supply 
chains. This is a critical issue for all of our stakeholders, from shareholders to 
customers, and we are committed to continuing to identify and address supply 
chain risks.”
Ismael Roig, Senior Vice President and Chief Sustainability Officer at ADM

  Contact
FOR ALL ENQUIRIES AND TO  

JOIN THIS COMMITMENT: 

To discuss any of the WMB commitments:
TakeAction@wemeanbusinesscoalition.org 

Remove deforestation

54+ 
companies are commiting to 
remove deforestation by 202

See Companies

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

DISCLOSURE INSIGHT ACTION

https://www.cdp.net/en/supply-chain
https://b8f65cb373b1b7b15feb-c70d8ead6ced550b4d987d7c03fcdd1d.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/cms/reports/documents/000/001/328/original/CDP_2016_forests_report.pdf?1482313940
http://wemeanbusinesscoalition.org
https://twitter.com/wmbtweets
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/5315152/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZj1URWtaVRN83-HRZbcIAg
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/companies


CDP’s forests 
program

cdp.net/en/forests

3. Tackle climate change 
Addressing deforestation is a cost-effective means of abating climate change, 
protecting watersheds and conserving biodiversity.

As resources are limited, we believe that a stable supply of forest resources exerts 
a significant impact on business. Physical risk factors emanating from forest 
resources are various, including temperature and precipitation patterns, and the 
frequency of occurrence makes forecasting impossible.”
Dai Nippon Printing Co. Ltd.

4. Identify opportunities 
Companies with board-level responsibility for deforestation risk identify 19% 
more opportunities than those that do not. And 86% of companies reporting on 
timber recognize opportunities related to the sustainable production or sourcing 
of this commodity; 54% have already experienced some.

Resources

WHO WE ARE

We Mean Business is a global coalition 
working with thousands of the world’s 

most influential businesses. We catalyse 
business leadership to drive policy 

ambition and accelerate the transition to 
a low-carbon economy.

WeMeanBusinessCoalition.org

Consumer Goods 
Forum

theconsumergoodsforum.com/sustainability-
strategic-focus/climate-change/deforestation

Tropical Forests 
Alliance 2020

tfa2020.org/en/about-tfa2020
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